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Consensual Hacking is a collective thought experi-
ment and a guided, participatory workshop focused 
on digital and social consent. Through conversation, 
writing, and hands-on computer access, participants 
explore what it means to give, withhold, or request 
consent in digital and sexual spaces.

Participants may choose to engage in a consensual 
process of hacking into each other’s personal 
computers—a practice that raises questions around 
control, vulnerability, and care. What is social and 
digital consent and how are they interwoven? What 
does it mean to responsibly give and take access and 
control to our most intimate digital spaces? Is there 
pleasure to be found in a bounded exchange of 
trust and vulnerability?

Together, we’ll navigate secure networking protocols 
and basic uses of the terminal, while also co-creating 
sociotechnical contracts that express our boundaries 
and desires towards a loving, secure, and
mutual transgression of digital space.
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Social Contract
Social contract theory, nearly as old as 

philosophy itself, is the view that persons’ 
moral and/or political obligations are dependent 
upon a contract or agreement among them to form 

the society in which they live.

The following persons will participate 
in this session:

Host: _______________________

Guest: ______________________

The Host defines the conditions and sets the boundaries 
of how the the Guest will treat you and your intimate 
computational space (your laptop) during this session.
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Note: The session will involve only those persons 
specifically named. 

This session will begin today, or soon thereafter as 
all participants are assembled, ready, and all 
necessary preparations are complete.

Duration: ______________
Start Signal: A lit candle in the classroom 
End Signal: An extinguished candle in the classroom

Description of session

In pairs we will remotely login to our partner’s 
computers simultaneously. The protocol we will use 
is called ssh. The tool we will use is called the 
terminal. Also called the command line, the shell–is 
one of the first interfaces to the computer. 

This session will last for the duration specified on 
the previous page. During this time, you and your 
partner will have full remote access and control of 
each other’s computers through the terminal.

During this session, the guest will behave in exactly 
the ways defined in the Rules of Engagement section 
below by the host.



7

Rules of Engagement

This is an opportunity to make something surprising, 
fun, or intimate for your partner to find inside of your 
computer and for you to be invited to explore what 
they’ve left for you. Describing what you want when 
someone is in your computer is an invitation, not a 
demand.

Examples: you could invite your Guest to sift through 
a special folder on your computer, you could leave 
poetry files, or prompt the guest to leave a memory of 
fire from their childhood in a .txt file on your harddrive 
somewhere for you to discover later.

The Host (you) agrees to take full 

responsibility for this engagement.

 



8

agrees 

to the 

following:

The Guest
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The guest is not permitted to:

These are non-negotiable 

- Download any software
- Delete or move anything 
- Take screenshots or recording of any kind
- Change permissions on files (no chmod)
- Login to anything besides my computer
- Make any edits to existing files or folders other than      	
adding new files
- No copying or downloading of any kind

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

agrees 

to the 

following:

The Guest
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The boundaries inside of which the 
guest is free to roam:

These are non-negotiable 

When inside the host’s computer, the guest will start 
in the home (~) folder. From there, they may only 
navigate inside the following folder(s):

Example: ~/my-folder-poem
Example: ~/this-folder-was-made-for-guestname

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________
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What I want the guest to do when 
inside my computer:

Example: Describe to me a memory from your child-
hood in a file called before.txt. create this file 
inside of ~/this-folder-was-made-for-guestname

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________
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Before signing this contract, 
consider the following:
Are you free to make this choice?

What are the pressures, if any, encouraging you to 
participate in this contract?

Do you feel like this choice is appropriately 
informed?

Optionally, to be extra safe, you may want to back 
up your computer.

Consider that this activity is similar to handing your 
computer to your partner for 10 minutes. The 
primary difference is your partner will be accessing 
yours remotely though the terminal.

Are you (the Host), comfortable taking full 
responsibility for anything that may come 
from this session?
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I as the Guest agree to abide by 
this contract in its entirety.

Signature of Guest: _____________________

Date: __________

Signature of Host: ______________________

Date: _________
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Skip steps 4 through 7 if you are 
opting out of being a host
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Skip steps 4 through 7 if you are 
opting out of being a host
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Note: images and space characters can 
be tricky to navigate in the terminal

Bash 
Commands

For navigating file paths in the terminal 
and for leaving traces behind
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RAISE YOUR HAND IF YOU 
CONSENTED TO BE BORN

RAISE YOUR HAND IF YOU 
CONSENTED TO PERSONHOOD AS 
DEFINED BY THE STATE

RAISE YOUR HAND IF YOU KNOW 
EVERY PERSON WHO CREATED YOUR 
PERSONAL DEVICES AND THE CODE 
THAT RUNS ON THEM

RAISE YOUR HAND IF YOU UNDER-
STAND EVERY LINE OF CODE THAT 
RUNS ON YOUR DEVICES

RAISE YOUR HAND IF YOU 
CONSENTED TO USE YOUR DEVICES

RAISE YOUR HAND IF YOU USE 
YOUR DEVICES
	






